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WFP News Release (Namibia)

WEFP CALLS FOR ACTION FOLLOWING WORLD FOOD DAY TO AVOID
ANOTHER YEAR OF GLOBAL RECORD HUNGER

20 October 2022- The world is at risk of yet another year of record hunger as the global food crisis
continues to drive yet more people into worsening levels of acute food insecurity, warns the United
Nations World Food Programme (WFP) in call for urgent action to address the root causes of hunger on
World Food Day which was celebrated on the 16" of October.

“We are facing an unprecedented global food crisis, and all signs suggest we have not yet seen the worst.
For the last three years, hunger numbers have repeatedly hit new peaks. Let me be clear: things can and

will get worse unless there is a large-scale and coordinated effort to address the root causes of this crisis.
We cannot have another year of record hunger,” said WFP Executive Director David Beasley.

The global food crisis is a confluence of competing crises - caused by climate shocks, conflict, the
prolonged impact of COVID-19 and economic pressures - that has continued to push up the number of
severely food insecure people all around the world, including in Namibia, where out of a population of
2.3M, there are 0.3M (13%) who are consuming food insufficiently.

In WFP Namibia, we strive to achieve a better life for all through 32 sustainable food systems projects
across the country with 1,457 direct beneficiaries. Additionally, 29 schools are piloting Home-Grown
School Feeding (HGSF) projects with 11,730 beneficiaries. Finally, for cash-based transfers through the
Japanese government, 17,712 vulnerable people have been selected in Omaheke, Kunene and Oshikoto
regions, including nearly 3,700 malnourished children under the age of five. Each family will receive a
value voucher equivalent to US$ 38 per month for three months (October 2022- December 2022) to cope
with the inflation in the price of food and commodities secondary to the Ukraine-Russia war.

Building on this year's theme for World Food Day - “No one left behind” - WFP calls for coordinated
effort across governments, financial institutions (IFls), the private sector, and partners to mitigate an
even more severe food crisis in 2023. This includes reinforcing national economies, social protection
systems, and regional and domestic food systems - at speed and scale.

" It is the business of each of us to practice the theme of this day by planting one fruit tree together with
a crop wherever we live,” said Ms Ericah Shafudah, Deputy Country Representative of WFP Namibia.

This year's World Food Day (WFD) celebration took place in Uukwiyuushona village on the premises of

Uukwiyuushona Combined School on Saturday, 15 October 2022. The Ministry of Agriculture, Water
and Land Reform (MAWLR) spearheaded the preparation of WFD, and WFP participated as a sponsor.
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The role of WFP was to support one beneficiary (a 55-year-old female farmer in Oshana) in setting up a
shade-netted garden of 0.5 ha for the planting of spinach, carrots, cabbage and beetroot among other
vegetables, for a diversified diet including income generation. The farmer will use the vegetables to
support a kindergarten with 19 children and a household of 7 people (26 beneficiaries in total). The total
support cost for this activity was N$60,000 (US$ 3,500).

Another activity for this event was capturing a video as part of the FAO-WFP Namibia school meals
Campaign (SMC) in the Mphe Thuto Primary School, Omaheke region. The video was selected for
showcasing during the Junior World Food Day on the 14" of October 2022.

While these efforts provide succour to some of the severely vulnerable, it is against a challenging global
backdrop in which the number of acutely hungry people continues to increase requiring a concerted
global action for peace, economic stability and continued humanitarian support to ensure food security
around the world.

Other sponsors participating in the celebration by implementing various activities were the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), GIZ Namibia, Namibia Agronomic Board, Agri Gro,
Coca Cola, NamWater, MeatCo, Namport, Choppies Namibia, Marco Fishing Charitable Trust, Namibia
Agricultural Mechanization and Seed Improvement Programme (NAMSIP), Agro Marketing and Trading
Agency (AMTA), Shivute Family Trust, Oshakati Town Council, Kaap Agri, Uukwambi Traditional Authority
and the Ombandja Traditional Authority.

# # #

The United Nations World Food Programme is the world's largest humanitarian organization, saving lives
in emergencies and using food assistance to build a pathway to peace, stability and prosperity for people
recovering from conflict, disasters and the impact of climate change.

Follow us on Twitter_ @WFP_Africa, @ WFPNamibia. Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram: @WFPNamibia
For more information, please contact

Luise Shikongo_ Communications and Reporting Associate _ WFP/ Namibia. (luise.shikongo@wfp.org)

Rawan Taha_ Operational Information Management (OIM) and Performance Reporting (PR) Officer _ WFP/
Namibia (rawan.taha@wfp.org)
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